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Abstract

This study, adopting a qualitative approach and an inferential-analytical method, seeks
to elucidate the anthropological foundations of language education in the Qur’an. With an
emphasis on the significance of anthropological perspectives in educational policy-making,
the research argues that despite the central role of language in human identity and its
function in social interactions, the domain of language education has been neglected in
upstream documents and educational texts. By conceptualizing education (any action
leading to desirable influence), language (the functional and normative aspect of language),
and language education (teaching the more effective and beneficial use of language), the
Qur’anic anthropological foundations are categorized into general and specific principles.
The general foundations include: the duality of human nature (spiritual-physical), primacy
of the soul, immortality, possession of will and free choice, divine fitrah (innate
disposition), perfection-seeking, and the existence of multiple intertwined faculties. The
specific foundations related to language education include: human possession of the faculty
of speech (bayan), the rational faculty (both theoretical and practical, and its role in
meaning-making and speech), human sociability and need for language in communication,
absolute dependency of human beings (existential, spiritual, physical, and relational),
human accountability for actions and consequences of speech, and finally, the structure and
educability of human faculties along with the necessity of optimal utilization of all
capacities for perfection. Overall, it can be concluded that desirable language education,
based on these Qur’anic foundations, is an effort to employ language effectively,
courteously, wisely, truthfully, and compassionately, in pursuit of the elevation of the
individual and society.
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