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Abstract

This study endeavors to examine the obstacles to rational education based on the
philosophical thought of Abii Nasr al-Farabi (d. 950 CE), analyzing its role in the formation
of an intellect-centered society. The central research question addresses the factors
impeding the flourishing of the rational faculty. Employing a descriptive phenomenological
methodology through Colaizzi's approach, the study scrutinizes al-Farabi's primary works,
notably Ara’ Ahl al-Madinah al-Fadilah ("“The Opinions of the People of the Virtuous
City") and al-Siyasah al-Madaniyyah ("The Political Regime"), to attain a profound
understanding of the barriers to rational education. The findings identify nine principal
impediments: ignorance, fanaticism and blind imitation, weakness of will, dominance of
appetitive and irascible faculties over the soul, unhealthy public culture, superstitions,
absence of rational role models, linguistic errors, irrational structures, and despotism
coupled with the lack of meritocracy. Consequently, the study proposes reforms in the
educational system to bolster critical thinking, promote a culture grounded in rationality,
and enhance meritocracy within governance structures. The research underscores the
necessity of revisiting al-Farabi's philosophical insights to address contemporary crises and
elevate rational thought in modern societies.
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